
Ismaël Carré
The young French ceramic artist, Ismaël Carré has developed 
his own personal style in which simple shapes combine to 
perfection with poetic colours.
‘Love at first sight.’ That’s how the ceramic artist Ismaël Carré 
describes his first encounter with ceramics. “I have always loved 
making things with my hands. Maybe it was destiny: one day a 
family friend showed me her work; I gave it a try and two 
months later I was off. Right from the start I loved being able to 
touch the material and the way in which, with a relatively simple 
process, I could make my ideas become a reality. Once you get 
started, once you quite literally get your hands dirty, you 
discover just how much you can do with porcelain”, says the 
self-taught artist, who is tirelessly pursuing an aim of excellence.

The artist has been working to perfect his 
know-how for three years in his workshop 
in the French town of Laval (Mayenne), 
produc ing p ieces whose aes thet ic 
corresponds perfectly to our contemporary 
world, in which life never stands still and 
where we are always on the lookout for 
objects of beauty that are also purveyors of 
tranquillity. “I aim for simplicity, working 
in a graphic spirit to find pure shapes. I like 
to combine colours in a playful manner, 
fi n d i n g t h o s e w h i c h g o t o g e t h e r 
harmoniously. I have tried to show what is 
invisible, like a coloured gas that reveals the 
motif.” Les Hauts Gradés is a collection 
comprising cups, bowls, bottles and vases that takes as its starting point the geometrical simplicity of 
the cylinder, porcelain’s whiteness, gentle misty colours and delicate motifs that leave their beautiful 
traces on the material.

The discrete charm of this exquisite style couldn’t help but catch the expert eye of the 
purchasers at Le Bon Marché, who are known to be highly demanding: the Parisian department 
store is presenting the collection this spring. “I met them through my participation in Craft in 
September 2015 and I got a very good order out of it! It definitely put a smile on my face” says the 
happy artist, who may not yet be thirty but who is already beginning to market his production in 
Switzerland and New Zealand. This positive reception has encouraged Ismaël to continue his 
research into porcelain: “I also work on technical questions and I am currently preparing a lighting 
line that includes reading lamps and ceiling lights. For me working in ceramics is a perpetual source 
of happiness. I hope that my pleasure and enthusiasm come through in my work.” Mission 
accomplished!


